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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, Perer Werin, a citi-
zen of the United States, residing at New-
castle, in the county of Henry and State of
Indiana, have invented new and useful Con-
trolling-Levers and Fall-Boards for Auto-
matic Musical Instruments, of which the fol-
lowing is a specification.

This invention relates to that class of auto-
matic pianos in which the automatic play-
ing mechanisms are housed within the piano
casings. -

The especial objects of this invention are
to provide a simple and efficient key-lock
for locking the piano keys while the instru-
ment is being played automatically and to
provide for housing the controlling levers
I the piano casing so that said levers will
be concealed when the piano is to be played
upon manually.

To these ends, this invention consists of
the parts and combinations of parts as here-
inafter described and more particularly
pointed out in the claims at the end of this
specification.

So far as the covering of the levers is
concerned, I have shown and claimed herein
a construction illustrated and originally
claimed in my Patent No. 825,874, dated
July 10, 1906 and filed July 20, 1904.

In the accompanying drawing, Figure 1
is a perspective view of a piano constructed
according to this invention, Fig. 2 is a detail
perspective view showing the fall-board
turned down to permit access to the control-
ling levers, and Fig. 3 is a transverse sec-
tional view of the same.

One particular object of the invention set
forth in my above mentioned patent was to
provide an improved piano casing for an
automatic piano in which the auntomatic
playing devices are so housed as to be en-
tirely concealed, except at such times as
the piano is to be played automatically. To
accomplish this purpose, I employed a fall-
board which could be turned up to cover
and conceal the controlling levers, except at
times when it was desired to use them. The
controlling levers were located between the
piano keys and the key-board ledge, and the
fall-board therefor preferably formed part
of the key-board rail when it is up in closed
position.

A particular object of this invention is

to lock the keys when the piano is to be
played automatically.

Referring to the accompanying drawing
and in detail, A designates the piano casing
having the usual key-board ledge B swhich
carries the key-board rail R, and above
which are the usual piano keys X. Set into
and forming part of the key-board rail R,
when in closed or normal position, is a piv-
oted section or fall-board 10 which conceals
the controlling levers.

The controlling levers, as illustrated most
clearly in Fig. 2, ave located between the
piano keys and the key-board ledge, the for-
ward ends of the levers having handles or
knobs to be worked by the operator.

When the fall-board is open, as shown in
Fig. 2, it forms, in effect, a hand-rest which

supports the hand of the operator while
shifting or woving the controlling levers

laterally.

The controlling levers, as herein illus-
trated, include the re-winding lever 11, a
tempo lever 12, a pedal lever 13, and a
modulating lever 14, together with a cen-
tral key-locking lever 15. The key-locking
lever is connected by a link 16 to a sliding
rail 17 having wedges or cams 18 which run
in guides 19. DBy means of these connec-
tions, when the rail 17 is shifted in one di-
rection, it will be raised and will lock the
keys up in their normal position so that
they will be held stationary during the auto-
matic playing of the instruments and when
the rail 17 is shifted in the opposite direc-
tion, it will be lowered permitting the keys
to be played upon.

I am aware that numerous changes may be
made in practicing this invention by those
who ave skilled in the art without deparvting
from the scope thereof as expressed in the
claims. T do not wish, therefore, to be
limited to the construction I have herein
shown and described, but

What I do claim and desire to secure by
Letters Patent of the United States is:—

1. Tn an antomatic piano, the combination
with keys, a keyboard ledge, and a Kkey-
locking device having a controlling lever
located between the keys and the keyboard
ledge, of means for concealing said lever.

9. In an automatic piano, the combina-
tion with keys, a keyboard ledge, and a key-
locking device having a controlling lever
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located between the piano keys and the key-
board ledge of the piano, of a movable fall-
board normally forming part of the key-
board rail for concealing the end of the
lever.

3. An automatic piano having keys, a key-
board ledge, a key-locking device, compris-
ing a movable member, and a lever for oper-
ating the same located between the piano
keys and the key-board ledge of the piano.

4. In an automatic piano, the combina-
tion with the keys of a longitudinally mov-
able key-locking rail therefor, and a lever
swinging on a vertical pivot connected with
said rail for reciprocating and raising it,
said lever being located between the keys
and the key board ledge of the piano.

5. In an automatic piano, the combina-
tion with the piano keys of a longitudinally
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movable locking rail adapted to engage the »

keys, said rail having cams or wedge sce-
tions thereon, guides for the rail for receiv-
ing said cams or wedge sections, a link con-
nected with the rail, and a lever connected
with the link and swinging in a plane par-
allel with the rail for moving the rail lon-
gitudinally whereby the cams or wedee
sections will move the rail vertically to
bring it into operative or inoperative posi-
tion.

In testimony whereof I have hereunto set
my hand, in the presence of two subseribing
witnesses. '

PETER WEILIN.
Witnesses:

Primir W. SoUTHGATE,
Mary . Rucax.




