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To all whom it may concern:
Be it known that I, PETErR WELIN, a citi-
zen of the United States, residing at Worces-
ter, in the county of Wotcester and State of
Massachusetts, have invented a new and use-
ful Automatic Playing Attachment for Mu-
sical Instruments, of which the following is a
specification. :
This invention relates to that class of auto-
matic playing attachments which are housed

- within the casing of the pianos to which they
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are applied.

The especial object of this invention is to
combine the levers which control the auto-
matic playing with the piano-casing in a
strong, compact, and convenient arrange-
ment which will permit said- parts to be en-
tirely inclosed when the piano is to be played

. manually and while at the same. time said
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parts will occupy comparatively little room
within the casing itself.

To these ends this invention consists of the
piano-casing and of the combinations of parts
therein, as hereinafter described, and more
particularly pointed out in the claims at the
end of this specification. :

In the accompanying two sheets of draw-
ings, Figure 1 is a sectional view of sufficient
parts of a piano-casing to illustrate the appli-
cation of my invention thereto; and Fig. 2
is a perspective view of the controlling-levers,

‘showing the fall-board swun% down into po-
e

sition to permit access to the levers.

In equipping a piano-case with controlling-
levers for the automatic playing I arrange
them above the ledge of the keyboard, and
the ends of the controlling-levers extend out
into a recess which is normally closed by a
small fall-board or swinging cover and which
fall-board when opened forms a ledge for
guiding the hands of the wser in theé lateral
movement of the levers. The piano-casing,

| ~ as usual, has a keyboard ledge or board L.
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The controlling-levers are preferably ar-
ranged underneath the piano-keys and areé
ordinarily concealed from view so that there

will be no-indication on the exterior of the-

piano that the piano is provided with auto-

matic playing attachments. 3

. As shown mm Fig. 1, the keys K are located

~ above the ledge or board L. . Below the keys

K are the controlling-levers C, which extend

forward, so that their front ends are located

in & hollow key slip or recess of the keyboard-
ledge. :
As shown most clearly in Fig. 2, this recess
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has an inner stationary member S and can be -

opened and closed by an outer member in the
form of a pivoted or rockable cover or fall-

“board F.

When the lower fall-board F is closed, as
shown in Fig. 1; it constitutes, in effect, part
of a continuous rail codperating with the fall-
board or.key-cover E, while when the small
fall-board X is swung down or opened, as
shown in Fig. 2, about its pivot, which is pref-
erably lower than the ends of the levers, it
forms, in effect, a supporting-ledge for guiding
the lateral movement of the hand of the op-
erator when shifting the controlling-levers.

I am aware that changes may be made in
applying my invention to piano-cases of dif-
ferent styles and proportions. I donotwish,
therefore, to be limited to the construction 1
have herein shown and described; but

What I do claim, and desire to secure by
Letters Patent of the United States, is—

1. The combination of a piano-casing, con-
trolling-levers for automatic playing attach-
ments with the ends of said levers below and
in front of the piano-keys, and a fall-board or
swinging cover for concealing said levers
mounted to swing on a pivot located lower
than the ends of said levers.

2. The combination of a piano-casing, con-
trolling-levers for automatic playing attach-
ments, and a pivoted fall-board or rockable
member which, when in normal position, con-
ceals the controlling-levers and ¥orms part of
the ledge or rail which codperates with the
key-cover and which when open, forms a
ledge or support for the hand of the operator.
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3. The combination of a piano-casing, con- -

_trolling-levers for automatic playing attach-

ments, located below the piano-keys and hav-
ing their ends extending forward into a recess
or opening in the key rail or ledge of the cas-
ing, and a pivoted fall-board, which when in
normal position, conceals the controlling-le-
vers, and forms part of the ledge or rail which
codperates with the key-cover and which,
when open, forms a ledge or support for the,
hand of the operator. , -

4. Tn an automatic combination-piano, a
recessed or hollow key-slip composed of an
inner member and an outer movable mem-
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‘ber; in combination with the key-bed, manual !

keyboard, and expression-manipulatory de-
vices, having their terminals beneath said
key-slip.

5. In an automatic combination-piano, a

recessed or hollow key-slip comprising an’

outer rockable member in combination with
the manual keyboard and expression-manip-
ulatory devices, having their terminals be-

1o neath said key-slip, said rockable member

°

825,784

being adapted to swing outwardly under said
manipulatory devices,

In testimony whereof I have hereunto set
my hand in the presence of two subscribing
witnesses.

. PETER WELIN.
Witnesses:

PriLip W. SOUTHGATE,
Louis W. SouTHGATE.



